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Fragments of Home:
Piecing Life Together After Childhood Sexual Abuse
by Monique Lisbon

Review by Trudy Skilbeck

This innovative book and CD brings together all
of the elements of Monique Lisbon’s ministry; her
understanding of trauma, her original songs, her ability
to reflect theologically and above all, the powerful voice
of her story as a survivor of childhood sexual abuse. I
was involved in the editing of the book and so I have
read and re-read it many times, only to find that it holds
freshness for me still.

Fragments of Home is beautifully constructed, pursuing
each chapter’s theme by weaving together anecdote
and reflection. The book includes a full-length CD of
Monique’s haunting and evocative songs; 16 songs,
each connected to one of the 16 chapters. The songs
speakof lament, of hope, of despair andof the resilience
of God. They aid the reading in a way that encourages
all of our senses to be involved in the work as a whole.

The use of anecdote brings us inside Monique’s story
with simple snippets of her life retold in the ‘voice’ of
the age she was at the time of each vignette. There is
nothing graphic or gratuitous in the retelling despite the
gravity of many of the incidents and this quality gives
the narrative a compelling poise.

Each chapter’s reflection unpacks the anecdotes and
acknowledges the many difficult questions raised
by these life experiences without offering simplistic
answers. Readers find reflections upon forgiveness,
reconciliation, sufferinghealing, self-image, boundaries,
safety, loving relationships, doubt, anger and more.
Whilst we cannot all fully enter into Monique’s
experiences, her reflections have a rich application to
all forms of trauma and to our experiences of Christian
community in all settings.

Fragments of Home offers great depth and insight into
trauma and abuse without being a heavy read. It is
invaluable for survivors of abuse as well as the friends,
family members, pastoral workers and other ‘caring
professionals’ who support them. I think this means all
of us.

W!

Trudy Skilbeck is the Field & Promotions Manager at the BUV.

Fragments of Home is available now for $29.95 plus postage
by visiting www.monomusic.com.au

Echuca Moama Baptist Church
Full Time Pastor Position
Echuca-Moama is located approximately 200km north of Melbourne on the Murray River, servicing a community
of approximately 20,000 people. Echuca-Moama is a tourist Mecca renowned for it’s historic attractions & festivals.
Boasting excellent educational facilities, strong community and sporting groups and access to a wide variety of
cultural networks, Echuca-Moama is an attractive place for people of all ages.

Echuca-Moama Baptist Church is a growing fellowship of 70 people from diverse ages and backgrounds. The church
has a contemporary focus, having been jointly planted in 2004 by the Baptist Union of Vic/NSW.

We are a church with a great care for each other and the wider community. We are looking for a Pastor / leader with
good leadership and organisational skills, dynamic Bible preacher, experienced in community mission and an ability
to inspire others into mission in our community.

Remuneration will be in line with Baptist Union recommendations.

If you would like a full church & pastor profile, please contact
Jeffrey Kraak on 0414 937900 or jeffrey.kraak@bigpond.com

Applications can be sent to PO Box 539 Echuca Vic 3564 and close on 21st November 2008

Jesus Says Go: You've Only Got One Life
by Robyn Wells

Review by Camila Vika

With a title like Jesus Says Go: You’ve Only Got One
Life, I thought it would be a good idea to get my
hands on this book!

Robin Wells, a South African with vast experience
in missions, writes about some of the most practical
questions and life changing decision for anyone
considering doing cross-cultural mission work.

The message of the book is that we are made in
God’s image and God is a missionary God. So if this
is the case – that we’re made in His image – then
we too are missionaries. We may not all have a
calling to serve overseas in a cross-cultural context,
but this book will make you think and give you tips
on how to discern this call.

Whether you are considering short-term or long-
term, Wells touches on areas of life worth thinking
about before heading out on the mission field.
These include chapters about money and standards
of living, going into dangerous places, expectations
in ministry, comfort in other cultures and even
marriage, family life and singleness.

Through the use of wonderful first-hand accounts of
many formerandcurrent cross-culturalmissionaries,
Wells challenges the reader to take Jesus at His
word and to go into all the nations.

Wells uses simple, down-to-earth and direct
language, and because of this the book becomes a
practical tool for readers of all ages and walks of life
seeking guidance and direction surrounding cross-
cultural mission work. This book will appeal to all
types people, whether the reader is single, married,
a student, in full-time employment or not.

Jesus Says Go not only provides helpful strategies
and points for reflection, but also appendices of
mission agencies and Bible colleges the reader may
want to consider taking up the challenge.

This book is more than worthwhile to take the time
to read, reflect on and pass on to other Christians!
Because, Jesus says go!
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Camila Vika attends Tottenham Baptist Church in West
Footscray.

Jesus Says Go is available now in Christian bookstores.

Remaking: A Workbook For Spiritual Formation
A collaborative project of Solace,
edited by Stuart Davey

Review by Rev Dr Darren Cronshaw

Remaking is a collection of stories, ideas, dreams,
artwork, prayers and exercises from twenty writers
and ten artists that Solace has collected about
faith and everyday life. It’s structured around
an exploration of seven Ways of Jesus-centred
spirituality, based on Richard Foster’s writing on
historical spiritual traditions and Dallas Willard’s
concept of ‘Transforming Grace’:

The Way of the Everyday•
The Way of Contemplation•
The Way of Seeking the Spirit•
The Way of Relating•
The Way of Holiness•
The Way of Justice•
The Way of Learning and Understanding•

Remaking celebrates God working not just inside
church programs, but also beyond them. Its
approach is based on Christ’s body filling everything
(Ephesians 1:23), and as the body, the church is
called to remake the world.

The stories and exercises were collected to help
the members of Solace, an emerging missional
church, to live out their basic reason for existence;
“to enable a people to thrive as followers of Jesus,
celebrating and re-making their everyday world”.
They are now sharing parts of their journey as a
resource for the broader church.

Remaking is an exercise book for spiritual
formation but it also has the potential for inviting
unchurched people to experience how faith and
an everyday spirituality are lived out. I love it as
a workbook written by Australians. I love it as
local theology written in Melbourne. But mostly, I
love the combination of honest stories, theological
questions, practical exercises, interesting snippets,
and suggestions for further reading.
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Rev Dr Darren Cronshaw is the Coordinator of Leadership
Training at the BUV. This review first appeared as part of
his research into emerging churches at Whitley College.

To order a copy of Remaking, contact Darren on
darren.cronshaw@buv.com.au or 9880 6100.


